THE STORIED HISTORY OF THE

Clinton 1 nn

Constructed in the 1800's, The Clinton Inn has long held a prominent place in the history
and activity of Northern New Jersey. Originally known as The Clinton Institute, it dates
back to the time of George Washington. It is recorded that General Washington and his
troops frequented The Institute during their journeys through the region.

The original Clinton Inn tragically burned to the ground in 1907. A new Inn was
subsequently constructed on its original footprint. It was then purchased by the
Chagaris brothers in 1948. Modest renovations were undertaken over the years, although
the majestic colonial structure remained a central element of the Inn. Improvements
included an enlarged lobby, redecorated dining rooms with high-back Windsor chairs,
and a stainless steel kitchen with windows offering a view for clientele. The Grill Room
was adorned with exquisite paintings, antique platters, pewter teapots, pickled wall
paneling, and a tin ceiling. The hand painted mural, which is now in the new building,
welcomed guests with the greeting,“A thousand welcomes you'll find here before you,
the oftener you come, the more we'll adore you.”

For decades, it was the exquisite food that kept the customers returning to the Clinton
Inn. Peter Chagaris, a master chef, established a high culinary reputation that was
recognized by Hospitality Magazine, ranking the Clinton Inn #13 in the United States for
several years running.

Over the years, celebrities such as Pat O'Brien and his wife Eloise, Paul Newman and
Joanne Woodward, Scott Brady, Gene Kelly,and Alan Alda have stayed or dined at the Inn,
just to name a few. For the neighbors of Tenafly, the Clinton Inn has long been a favorite
gathering place. On many a Sunday morning, local businessmen sat at the end of the bar
partaking in what they referred to as the “Whiskey Sour Mass.”

The Chagaris brothers acquired land adjacent to the Inn and, in 1968, a new Clinton Inn
was constructed. In June of 1978 the historic “Old Clinton Inn”was razed, making way for
the necessary parking required for the modern era Clinton Inn.

Today, The Clinton Inn carries on its tradition of hospitality and service to the many local
and out-of-town guests that frequent this magnificent hotel. The new Palmer’s Crossing
restaurant celebrates the fine dining experience that has long been a tradition of this

Tenafly mainstay.
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